192                   The proper use of riches.           [A.D. 1772.
We talked of the proper use of riches. JOHNSON. ' If I were a man of a great estate, I would drive all the rascals whom I did not like out of the county at an election V
I asked him how far he thought wealth should be employed in hospitality. JOHNSON. 'You are to consider that ancient hospitality, of which we hear so much, was in an uncommercial country, when men being idle, were glad to be entertained at rich men's tables. But in a commercial country, a busy country, time becomes precious, and therefore hospitality is not so much valued. No doubt there is still room for a certain degree of it; and a man has a satisfaction in seeing his friends eating and drinking around him. But promiscuous hospitality is not the way to gain real influence. You must help some people at table before others ; you must ask some people how they like their wine oftener than others. You therefore offend more people than you please. You are like the French statesman, who said, when he granted a favour, " J1 ai fait dix mfaon-tents et un ingrat*." Besides, Sir, being entertained ever so well at a man's table, impresses no lasting regard or esteem. No, Sir, the way to make sure of power and influence is, by lending money confidentially to your neighbours at a small interest, or, perhaps, at no interest at all, and having their bonds in your possession V BOSWELL. ' May not a man, Sir, employ his riches to advantage in educating young men of merit?' JOHNSON. 'Yes, Sir, if they fall in your way; but if it be understood that you patronize young men of merit, you will be harassed with solicitations. You will have numbers forced upon you who have no merit; some will force them upon you from mistaken partiality; and some from downright interested motives, without scruple; and you will be disgraced.'
1 See/AST", April 5,1775.
a It was Lewis XIV who said it. ' Toutes les fois que je donne une place vacante, je fais cent mecontents et un ingrat.' Voltaire, Stick de Louis XIV, ch. 26. 'When I give away a place/ said Lewis XIV,'I make an hundred discontented, and one ungrateful.' Johnson's Works, viii. 204.                                                     a See jfov/, May 15,1783,
'Were this passiiKc occurs, is jK-rham iii part Johnson's.
